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ON THE 


QUARK E RS written Paper, Preſented by 
them to Members of Parliament; Humbly repre- 
ſented to their Chriſtian Conſideration.” 


Eſterday I received from a Member of the 
Honourable Houle of Commons, a written 
Paper, which the Quakers have privately de- 

| livered to the Members thereof; in which 

are theſe words ; Viz. \ 

Firſf, The Quakers are wholy diſſatisfied with the 
Words | or pretended Marriages] which are added in the 
Exception, &c. 

Remark. As what the Lords have granted them, 
by their Amendment, is more than the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters ack; SO it is Humbly Prayed, That this 
Honourable Houte will agree with the Lord's Amend- 
ment, and not ſet them on the Level with the Church 
Eſtabliſh'd ; for nothing leſs will fatisfy them. Is it 
not enough, if not more than enough, their Principles 
duly conſidered, That they are thus exempted from 
the 100 l. Fine, and thereby diſtinguiſhed with 
Marks of Favour above all Proteſtant Diſſenters ? 


the Quakers 


Secondly, Now (ay they) to render 


.. Marriages pretended Marriages, may be conſtrued to their 
Reſpecta, and be made a Re- 


great diſadvantage in many 
W proach againſt them, &c. | 

t Remark. Then ler them conform to the Laws 

in that Cale Made and Provided, as other Diſſenters do; 
by Publiſhing their Banns in our Churches, or taking 
Licences out of the Biſhops Courts, as they have done 
for their Mecting-Houſes ; Regiſtring their Children; 
Barying in Woollen only: Thele at firſt were pre— 
tended to be with them, Caſes of Conſcience; 
the ſevcra] Pænalties ſoon removed their Scruples, as I 
have Noted ; fo that it is not Conſcience, but Hu- 
mour, with a deſign to be uppermoſt, thus to pick and 
chuſe what Laws to obey, and what Laws to reject, 
Moreover, As to the words pretended Marriages being made 
4 Repreach to them: Have they not reproached all Ranks, 
Degrees, and Orders of Men? Have they not called all 
Kings, and conſequently Queens, Apoſtates, Spiritual 
Egyptians, Sc. Have they not called our Parliaments, 
The Beaſt that carries the Whore, the falſe Church ? 


Affirming, as Prophets, That a Parliament choſen by : 


moſt Voices, were not like to Act for God, or the good 

of the People. Have they not called our Biſhops and 
Miniſters, Monſters, Witches, Devils, Sodomites, An- 
tichriſts, Baal's Prieſts; yea, comparing them to the 
very Inſects and Reptilic! of the Earth? Have they 
not refroached the Fathers of the Council of Nice, 
calling them a company of Apoſtates, Ignorant Rab 

bies, and followers of the Beaſt > That the Doctrine of 
the ever Bleſſed Trinity is a damnable Doctrine; That 
our Holy Communion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
is the Cup of Devils, and Table of Devils: That the 
Holy Scriprures are Death, Duſt, Serpent's-mear, Beaſt- 
ly Ware, Humane, and that what we learn from thence 

| RJ], . 
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but g 


is Human ? All which, with abundance more of the 
like Terms of Contempt and Reproach, I ſtand ready 
to prove out of their Books to their Faces. And that 
without any Retractation, or ſigns of Repentance : But 
on the contrary, tell us in their late Prints, That their 
Principles are the ſame in every reſpect that they were 
Fifty Years ago, without any Change, or Variation. 
Again, 

"Thirdly, The Words ( ſay they) or pretended Marri- 
ages in the ſaid Exception, are not coherent with the reſt 
of the Clauſe, &c. 

Remark. That the Amendment, made by the Houſe 
of Lords, is not Coherent, which is but a fofter word for 
Nonſence, is, with ſubmiiſion to better Judgments, great 
Preſumption. But again, 

Laſtly, Should they be humour'd by both Houſes, 
it would but make them Proud and Inſolent, Triumphe 
ing over the Gevernment, as they did in the Caſe of 
their Solemn Affirmation; ſaying, Let none therefore 
count or call this a SUBFECTING our Teſtimony to the 
will of Man, ſceing God hath SUBJECTED Man's will 
to our deſire, &c. as in my former Papers I have Noted, 
| remember that one of their Teachers, Edward Decks 
by Name, of Bury S. Edmunds, once told me to my 
Face, ſaying, Well theu may ſt write what thou wilt, we 
matter it not, for we have more Intereſt in the Houſe of Com- 
mons than you have. Thus do they Boaſt and Triumph 
both over High and Low. The Premiſes Confidered, It 
is Humbly hoped, That this Honourable Houte will a- 
ree with the Lords in their Amendment. All which is 
Humbly ſubmitted to your Honours Chriſtian Conſide- 
ration, by 


Your meſt Humble Servant, 


Fra. Bugg. 


FUSTSERLTET. 


N Cafe this Honourable Houſe, ſhould in their great 
Wildom think fir, for the Glory of God,and good of 

his Church, to agree with the Lords in their Amend- 
ment, It is not to be doubted, but a great many of the 
Quakers, to avoid tie Penalty, would, ſubmit to take a 
Licence ; feveral having already been Married by our 
Miniſters; many of Ditcretion among them are ſenſe- 
able it is no part of thut Religious Worſhip which they 
perform to God; that being Preſerved to Proteſtant 
Diflenters by the Act of Toleration, but only an Obe- 
dience which St. Paul has ſtrict y enjoyn'd to be paid to 


Authority, 


RE MARK S 


ON THE 


QOUAKERS Written Paper, 


Privately given to Members of 
PARLIAMENT. 
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